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Twenty thousand were kept actively engaged with the Impe-
rial forces in Western Deccan; ten thousand were in the escort
of Rajaram; the remainder were divided in three flying
columns of twenty thousand each, commanded by Santaji
Ghorpade, Parsojl Bhonsle and Sindojirao Nimbalkar respec-
tively. The activity of these columns had begun to cause a
great deal of harassment to the Imperial armies. Santaji had
seized several fortresses from the Mughals in the neighbour-
hood of Belgaum, while other Maratha columns were also
making themselves felt to the Imperialists. Of these Maratha
generals, Santaji had become a terror to the peaceful popu-
lace as well as to the Mughal armies. After harassing the
Imperial forces under the command of Zulfiqar Khan in the
Carnatic, he started his surprise attacks in the Western Deccan.
Qasim Khan was directed to march against him but he was
defeated by Santaji and compelled to surrender the fortress of
Dodderi. Himmat Khan who was sent by the Emperor to
reinforce Qasim Khan was met by SantajFs forces on the way
and was slain ii$ action.
Santaji had reached the height of his power when he quar-
relled with Dhana Jadav who felt wronged on the promotion
of the former to the post of Commander-in-Chief. Dhana
Jadav resolved to decide the issue between himself and his
rival at the point of the sword and started raising fresh troops.
On his part Santaji qould not allow his rival to raise fresh
soldiery and thus become a danger to his existence. He fol-
lowed him into the Maratha land. In March 1697, their
armies met in the neighbourhood of Bijapur. The Emperor
had also given orders to pursue Santaji, whose ravages had
wrought havoc in this part of the country. FIruz Jang got
intelligence that Santaji, at the head of twenty-five thousand
horse, was only eighteen miles from Bijapur.1 He thought it
advisable to avoid a direct clash with him and proceeded in
the direction of Bijapur in order to enlist reinforcements.
Meanwhile, he was informed by his agents that Dhana Jadav
and Hanumant Rao had formed a strong combination against
Santaji and that they were soon going to be engaged in a
battle. He marched in that direction and was informed that
Santaji had suffered a severe defeat and had taken to ffight.
1 Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 446.

